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CHICAGO BUSINESS BAROMETER™ Slips Slightly

The Chicago Purchasing Managers report the Chicago Business Barometer slipped slightly to 61.7,
exactly the average of the prior two months.

o PRODUCTION and NEW ORDERS rate of growth slowed;

 PRICES PAID exploded with help from seasonal adjustment;

e BUYING PoLICY: CAPITAL EQUIPMENT lead-times shortened again.

© 2005 National Association of Purchasing Management Chicago, Inc. and Kingsbury International, Ltd.
The Chicago Business Barometer is atrademark of the National Association of Purchasing Management Chicago, Inc.

Jan-70 Jan-73 Jan-76 Jan-79 Jan-82 Jan-85 Jan-88 Jan-91 Jan-94 Jan-97 Jan-00 Jan-03 Jan-06

Note: readingsin red (below) indicate values worse than the prior month

Business Barometer 2005 Next Release:
3 month average I | Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct | Nov
Index 57.7 | 623 | 513 | 593  60.7 | 593 29 Decern ber 2005
Index Seasonally Adjusted 53.6 63.5 49.2 60.5 62.9 61.7
Production 2005
3 month average I Jun | Jul | Aug Sep Oct Nov
Higher 41 47 40 40 43 44
Same 46 42 32 47 38 36
Lower 13 11 28 13 19 20
Index 64.0 68.0 56.0 63.5 62.0 62.0
Index Seasonally Adjusted 57.8 70.5 56.2 62.4 68.3 63.8
Gives up some of last month's gain
New Orders 2005
3 month average ] Jun | Jul | Aug Sep Oct Nov
More 40 53 34 42 50 44
Same 42 31 31 40 28 31
Fewer 18 16 35 18 22 25
Index 610 | 685 | 495 | 620 640 | 595 .. ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘
Index |Seasonally Adjusted 56.5 69.6 46.5 63.4 72.6 61.6 70 73 76 79 8 8 8 91 94 97 00 03 06
Significant drop
Order Backlogs 2005 [
3 month average I Jun | Jul [ Aug Sep Oct Nov E N
Larger 22 31 24 31 38 36 L
Same 54 51 50 44 39 42 C /‘W \MM\WWW
Smaller 24 18 26 25 23 22 E V
Index 49.0 56.5 49 53 57.5 57 F !
Index Seasonally Adjusted 453 | 561 | 457 543 | 56.9 62.0 e B !
Highest since July 1994 70 73 76 79 82 8 8 91 94 97 00 03 06

NOTICE:
No warranty, expressed or implied, is attached to these figures or their use. While the figures are compiled with
professional care, no representations about appropriateness, accuracy, or suitability for specific applications are made.



Continues to fall

Inventories 2005
3 month average l Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct Nov
Larger 27 24 36 29 19 30
Same 49 62 50 47 52 47
Smaller 24 14 14 24 29 23
Index 51.5 55.0 61.0 52.5 45.0 53.5
Index Seasonally Adjusted 50.9 56.4 60.3 52.3 51.7 54.4
Modest increase
Employment 2005
3 month average l Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct Nov
More 29 24 21 17 12 17
Same 52 58 61 65 73 66
Fewer 19 18 18 18 15 17
Index 55.0 53.0 51.5 49.5 48.5 50.0
Index Seasonally Adjusted 48.9 56.1 51.7 48.4 51.3 503 1 ———t ; I |
Essentially flat 70 73 76 79 82 8 8 91 94 97 00 03 06
Supplier Deliveries 2005 L
3 month average Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct Nov r IJ\
Faster 13 8 10 2 4 6 J \ AA N M
Same 74 84 80 79 68 62 AT \r W V\ f’"h M""LV)MW“"’
Slower 13 8 10 19 28 32 . v
Index 50.0 50.0 50.0 58.5 62.0 63.0 F
Seasonally Adjusted 485 49.6 48.7 57.4 63.6 64.2 e e
Minimal advance 70 73 76 79 8 8 8 91 94 97 00 03 06
Prices Paid 2005 L
3 month average Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct Nov a
Higher 36 30 34 52 62 67 i M
Same 49 59 55 43 32 30 i
Lower 15 11 11 5 6 3 C
Index 60.5 | 595 | 615 | 735 | 780 820 |||
Index Seasonally Adjusted 59gits — ;1; o 629 763 796 | 9L Vo 15 76 79 82 5 8 91 o4 o7 00 03 06
Buying Policy: 2005
Production Materiels Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct Nov 125 L
less than 11 days 44 36 31 37 30 35 P
11-15 days 15 17 9 5 11 1 ||
16-30 days 17 23 24 27 23 22
31-60 days 15 17 21 19 25 19
more than 60 days 9 7 15 12 11 10
Average Days 26.4 24.0 33.8 33.8 31.0 28.2
Days |Seasonally Adjusted 24.9 24.9 34.6 34.7 30.2 31.5
Small increase
M.R.O. Supplies Jun | Jul | Aug | Sep | Oct Nov
0-1 day 18 17 10 7 13 12
2-3 days 26 27 20 23 18 16
4-5 days 26 18 24 29 16 22
6-10 days 13 19 16 13 21 22
more than 10 days 17 19 30 28 32 28
Average Days 9.8 7.8 12.0 10.8 11.7 9.3
Days Seasonally Adjusted 10.5 7.6 11.3 10.0 11.5 10.3
Gives up October gain
Capital Equipment Jun [ Jul [ Aug | Sep | Oct Nov | /l3p9
15 days 11 14 5 4 6 9 I
30 days 16 7 7 5 7 3 h00 |
60 days 18 13 23 13 18 21 [ ”ylw‘
90 days 23 42 36 34 25 36 100 &
6mths-1year 32 24 29 44 44 31 F
Average Days 103.1 95.2 105.7 133.4 129.5 109.0
Days Seasonally Adjusted 99.2 952 | 1043 | 1423 | 1255 | 110.2 0 — e
70 73 76 79 85 8 91 94 97 00 03 06
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